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SKYPE WITH SARAH!

Consider some of Elyse’s admirable qualities and some of her 
flaws. How do these traits help or hinder her during her 
summer in Atargatis Cove? Can you recall a time in your life 
when your own strengths helped you overcome a challenge, or 
when a flaw or inner weakness held you back?

Often, what we want is quite different from what we need. Often, what we want is quite different from what we need. 
Elyse wants to help Christian win the regatta, to save Aunt 
Lemon's house. But what does Elyse truly need? At what 
point, if at all, does Elyse become aware of her needs? How do 
her wants and needs change by the end of the story?

Aside from physical attraction, why are Elyse and Christian Aside from physical attraction, why are Elyse and Christian 
drawn to each other? How does their relationship change from 
the first time they meet on Christian's boat to the day of 
Elyse's presentation? How do they support, encourage, and 
challenge each other in the face of their individual struggles?

When Aunt Lemon assumes the Solstice party was "a bit When Aunt Lemon assumes the Solstice party was "a bit 
much" for Elyse, Elyse disagrees: I felt invisible. Intriguing, 
maybe. Different. But ultimately unknowable. Why does she 
feel this way? Have you ever felt invisible in a crowd? Do you 
think Elyse could have or should have done anything to 
change her situation at the party? Why or why not?

Why do you think Mayor Katzenberg is so adamant about not Why do you think Mayor Katzenberg is so adamant about not 
allowing Sebastian to march in the mermaid parade? Why 
doesn't Mr. Kane support Sebastian's dreams, or defend his 
son when the mayor criticizes him?

Referring to the rivalry between Mayor Katzenberg and Mr. Referring to the rivalry between Mayor Katzenberg and Mr. 
Kane, Lemon says, "That's what happens when you see your-
self through someone else's mirror, Elyse. You build your 
dreams for them." What do you think she means? Have you 
ever pursued a goal simply because you thought other people 
wanted you to do so, or because you felt like you had some-
thing to prove? Have you ever ignored the advice of friends or 
family to pursue something important to you?

Are Kirby and Vanessa good friends to Elyse? Do you think 
Kirby is right to confront Elyse the night before the mermaid 
parade? Why or why not? 
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During a visit to Thor's Well, Kirby quotes Eleanor Roosevelt: 
"No one can make you feel inferior without your consent." 
How do you interpret this quote? Do you agree with Kirby's 
implication that Elyse allows people to make her feel inferior? 
Do you think Elyse agrees with Kirby?

Why is it so difficult for Elyse to talk to her twin sister, or to Why is it so difficult for Elyse to talk to her twin sister, or to 
be happy for Natalie’s singing opportunities? Do you think 
Elyse is being selfish? Is there a chance that Elyse and Natalie 
will ever be close again? Why or why not?

After her breakfast with the Kane family, Elyse observes: After her breakfast with the Kane family, Elyse observes: 
There were lots of ways to lose your voice. What does she 
mean? How have Christian and Sebastian lost their voices? 
Have you ever felt silenced? Can you think of ways that people 
might be silenced, even if no one is telling them to shut up?

As Mayor Katzenberg makes excuses for his sexist attitudes, As Mayor Katzenberg makes excuses for his sexist attitudes, 
Elyse realizes: People who found it necessary to say things 
like “trust me, I’m all for equal rights” generally weren’t. Do 
you agree with this statement? Why or why not? 

When Elyse finally tells Christian that she loves him, she says, When Elyse finally tells Christian that she loves him, she says, 
The words flowed in a whisper without expectation, and for 
the first time in my life they didn't make me feel as though I 
was giving something up, giving away some irretrievable 
piece of me. What do you think she means by this? Does fall-
ing in love always mean giving away a part of yourself?

Elyse also says, Love didn't save me; it changed me. Changed 
me into someone who could save myself. Do you think there 
is a difference? Why or why not? How do you think love 
changed Elyse into someone who could save herself?
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If the Cove's residents pass the measure to allow corporate 
development of their town, how do you think Atargatis Cove 
will change? What will it look like next summer? Do you think 
Elyse's presentation will make an impact? If your town was in 
a similar situation, what aspects of the place would you fight 
to protect? What things would you want to change?

If you were in Elyse’s shoes, would you stay in Atargatis Cove If you were in Elyse’s shoes, would you stay in Atargatis Cove 
long term, or return home to Tobago? Have you ever thought 
about moving to a new and unfamiliar place?

The Summer of Chasing MermaidsThe Summer of Chasing Mermaids is a retelling of Hans 
Christian Andersen's The Little Mermaid, which was also 
made into a Disney film in 1989. Did you find any references 
or parallels in the book to the traditional fairytale or film? 
How is the novel similar? How is it different? 
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The night Elyse slips into the water beneath the Queen of 
Cups, she believes she encounters the legendary first mer-
maid, Atargatis. Why is this moment so significant for Elyse? 
What does it help her realize about herself? Why do you think 
Elyse abandons her beautiful mermaid dress in the water? 
What does this action symbolize?

Consider this passage: When one dream burns to ash, you 
don't crumble beneath it. You get on your hands and knees, 
and you sift through those ashes until you find the very last 
ember, the very last spark. How have Elyse's dreams changed 
by the end of the story? Have you ever experienced the loss of 
a big dream or goal? How has the experience changed you? 

At the end of the summer, Elyse is preparing for her presentaAt the end of the summer, Elyse is preparing for her presenta-
tion to town officials and real estate developers. Do you think 
she could've made this presentation a few months earlier? 
Why or why not? What else can she do now that didn't seem 
possible for her when she first arrived in Oregon?
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ocean too cold for swimming, parties too tame for singing, and 
people too polite to pry—except for one.

Christian Kane is a notorious playboy—insolent, arrogant, and Christian Kane is a notorious playboy—insolent, arrogant, and 
completely charming. He’s also the only person in Atargatis Cove 
who doesn’t treat Elyse like a glass statue. He challenges her to 
express herself, and he admires the way she treats his younger 
brother Sebastian, who believes Elyse is the legendary mermaid 
come to life.

When Christian needs a first mate for the Cove’s high-stakes When Christian needs a first mate for the Cove’s high-stakes 
Pirate Regatta, Elyse reluctantly stows her fear of the sea and 
climbs aboard. The ocean isn’t the only thing making waves, 
though—swept up in Christian’s seductive tide and entranced by 
the Cove’s charms, Elyse begins to wonder if a life of solitude isn’t 
what she needs. But changing course again means facing her past. 
It means finding her inner voice. And scariest of all, it means 
opening her heart to a boy who’s best known for breaking them…opening her heart to a boy who’s best known for breaking them…

The youngest of six talented sisters, 
Elyse d’Abreau was destined for 
stardom—until a boating accident took 
everything from her. Now, the most 
beautiful singer in Tobago can’t sing. 
She can’t even speak.

Seeking quiet solitude, Elyse accepts a Seeking quiet solitude, Elyse accepts a 
friend’s invitation to Atargatis Cove. 
Named for the mythical first mermaid, 
the Oregon seaside town is everything 
Elyse’s home in the Caribbean isn’t: An
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